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About Leicester MusicFest

* To help young people access inspiring music-making and education.

« To nurture emerging talent, and to provide a supportive atmosphere in which all
musicians can enjoy performing.

* To widen access to music by organising inspiring professional performances with
free or subsidised tickets.

* To provide a performance platform for amateur musicians at all stages of their
musical journey.

+ To foster a culture of musical discovery and co-operation by running a wide variety
of events within a single festival.

* To encourage sharing of ideas and resources, bringing together the local musical
community.

We are extremely grateful for the generous support of our Patrons and Friends:

Grothusen-Vialleton family The Rotary Club of Blaby Kacper Jankowski
Bill Williams RIP Felicity Kuhivchak Yvonne Bloor
Colin & Elizabeth Westcott Sirur family Stephen & Eileen Dolan

Mary Bettles Peter Roscoe Matthew Doggett

Rands family Anne & Peter Greaves Reiko Heckel
Bill & Elizabeth Gull Donald Jarvis James Trivett

David Orton Lance & Claire Sullen Patrick Bowe

Roy Courtnall ZigZag Photography Marius Carney
David & Jenny Tindale Alice Bayford Charis Buckingham

lain Timmins Rebecca Hames Malcolm Veall

lan Mansfield Kate Readings Pullan family

Event Sponsors

Organ events: The Royal College of Organists
Gala Concert: The Rotary Club of Blaby
Venue hire: The Edith Murphy Foundation
Admin support/Core costs: The Golsoncott Foundation
The Scops Arts Trust
The Leicestershire & Rutland Community Foundation
Forest Gamelan Project: The Leicestershire & Rutland Freemasons Charity
Schools Outreach: The Martin Trust

Thank you to Head of Music Liam Leonard, Principal Mathew Calen and the staff and
students of English Martyrs’ School for their generous support for this event

MusicFest Management Team

John Gull (Chairman), Roxanne Gull (Artistic Director), Melanie Settle (Treasurer),
Avalon Summerfield (Events Coordinator), Jonathan Jarvis (Webmaster),
Christopher Hiam (Schools Liaison), James Trivett (Tech Lead),
Francesca Burbela (Publicity)
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Welcome to Leicester MusicFest 2026

Welcome to an extra special Festival, as we celebrate the milestone of Leicester
MusicFest's 10" Anniversary!

It's been quite a journey to reach this point, starting from very small beginnings, achieving
charitable status, navigating through the pandemic (and many other lesser challenges!)
and evolving from a single annual event into a year-round music outreach charity.

Leicester MusicFest has been built on huge contributions of time and expertise from a
highly committed team of volunteers. We could never have imagined at the outset how
many thousands of hours would be given by volunteers to make everything happen:
venue staffing, accounting, setup and logistics, catering, website, entry system, publicity,
instrument deliveries and so many other things - too many to list! It's thanks to these
contributions that the charity has been able to grow and develop, even in a very
challenging funding climate.

The other pillar of Leicester MusicFest is the wonderful community of musicians of all
ages, along with parents, teachers, supporters and music lovers, who have come together
over the past ten years to make music and support music-making at Leicester MusicFest.
You have brought to life something that started as a very small idea, and now has a
momentum and personality of its own.

As always, we have a packed programme of competitions, workshops, masterclasses and
concerts on offer, and look forward to coming together at Leicester MusicFest 2026 to

celebrate a decade of music education, live performance, community and friendship.

John, Roxanne, Avalon, Jonathan, Christopher & Melanie (Leicester MusicFest Trustees)

years of

Leicester MusicFest

Perform. Educate. Inspire.



Help us reach our £5,000 target!

As part of our 10" Anniversary celebrations, we have
launched a JustGiving page to help us continue our

work widening access to music education.

Please consider supporting, and Scon o donate:
sharing with friends and family. [_

To donate, scan the QR code
or head over to:
www.justgiving.com/page/
leicester-musicfest

For more information about Leicester MusicFest
2026 and our Outreach Programme, visit:
www.leicestermusicfest.com

JustGiving

Leicester MusicFest
Perform. BEdhucale, Inspene
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(All For Music, Leicester)

Thursday evening- Instrumental lessons, String Group,
Woodwind Groups, Orchestra andTheory

Monday evening- Lessons, Choir and Theory

Friday morning-  Adult Sinfonia

Sacred Heart, Club room,
off Mere Close, Leicester, LE5S 3HH

Scan the code to enquire-
leoniesmithmusic@gmail.com
wwuw.allformusic.org.uk

All for Music-Leicestershire, Registered Charity No. 1108919




Timetable of Events - Saturday 31° January
Organ Events

St Andrew’s Church, Jarrom Street

11:00 Competition Class O1

12:00 Competition Class 02

s i s esrdy

15:45 e

17:00 Play the Organ! A chance to try out the newly-rebuilt

Taylor pipe organ in short guided sessions

Special thanks to the Royal College of Organists for supporting our organ events, and to
Leicester Cathedral for providing recital opportunities for our winners.

Leicester
Cathedral




Folk music workshops, sessions and
events for musicians of all levels, ages
and instrumentation

Birmingham Folk are passionate about
creating accessible spaces for people to
share, learn and play folk music from
across the globe.

(=], %5
Find an event for you and join g3

us in making music together! ]

www.birminghamfolk.co.uk
%j@blrminghamfolm



Timetable of Events - Saturday 14" February

Time Event Location
09.00 Competition P1a - Foundation Piano Solo MU
§ Competition P1b - Foundation Piano Solo MuU2

09:10 Competition P3 - Intermediate Piano Solo Auditorium
' 0:30 Competition P5 - Foundation Piano Recital MU1

10:50 Competition P4 - Advanced Piano Solo Auditorium
11:00 Class )3 - Just For Fun (Senior) MU2

Express Yourself - Musical Fun for all the Family o )

11:45 Activity Studio

with Kirsty Body

11:50 Competition P7 - Intermediate Piano Recital MU1
13:15 Competition P8 - Advanced Piano Recital Auditorium
Competition P2 - Elementary Piano Solo MU
Class J1 - Just For Fun (First Steps) Mu2
13:30
Express Yourself - Djembe Drumming o )
) ] Activity Studio
with Kirsty Body
1 5: 1 0 Class )2 - Just For Fun (Junior) MU2
15:30 Competition P6 - Elementary Piano Recital MU1
17:30 Piano Masterclass with Libby Burgess Auditorium

-



KIBWORTH
YOUTH BAND

For brass and percussion players of
Grade 2 standard or above

Free Instrument Loan
Suitable for Brass and Percussion
Rehearse in our purpose built bandroom
Expert Tuition

Great Experience and fun environment

Opportunity to move on to our senior
band as you progress

Rehearsals Monday Evenings
o 6:00 - 7:30pm
Subscriptions only £10 per month*

@ 07800 504882 0 www.kibworthband.co.uk

*Funding and consessions available for those in need



Timetable of Events - Sunday 15" February

Time Event Location
09:00 Competition S5 - Advanced Stage & Screen Solo (Junior) MU1
: Competition 52 - Intermediate Art Song Solo (Junior) MU2

09:30 Competition S8 - Advanced Stage & Screen Solo (Senior) Auditorium
1 0_30 Competition 53 - Advanced Art Song Solo (Junior) MU1
i Competition S6 - Intermediate Solo Song (Senior) MU2
11:30 Competition S7 - Advanced Art Song Solo (Senior) MU1
12:00 Competition S4a - Intermediate Stage & Screen Solo (Junior) MU2

Come and 5ing! Carmina Burana Worksho
1 3,45 g ; Auditorium
with Helen Smee
14:00 Competition S4b - Intermediate Stage & Screen Solo (Junior) MU1
= Competition S1 - Elementary Solo Song (Junior) MuU2
10" Anniversary Gala Concert featuring competition winners
18:00 v J G Auditorium

and a performance of Carmina Burana

P2

The Gospel Trg, with

HEI'E'I"I' SmEE 2024

=11 =




A Leicester
International
E 2 T Music

=1, Festival

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 2026
THURSDAYS, 1-2PM @HANSOM HALL

‘Bringing the world’s finest musicians to Leicester...

Fenella Humphreys - Nicholas Daniel - Martin Roscoe

Mahan Esfahani - Fibonacci Quartet - Guildhall Winds
Emily Sun - Anna Tilbrook - Amy Harman - Antonio Oyarzabal

NICHOLAS DANIEL
(ARTISTIC DIRECTOR)

0
&

Liicester
Cay Coasrapd




Leicester
Symphony

Orchestra s
{n the commun

\

Judgemeadow Community College, | ) S - -
Marydene Drive, Leicester, LES 6HP " yo?l:' “I:'.l)gal'
Saturday 7th to join in
February 2026 at 3pm the fun.

Paddington Bear’s First Concert

with other favourite fairy tales from Ravel’s Mother Goose

Conductor: Dexter Drown
Leader: Catherine Cole
Narrator: Mr Shay - Leicester’s Poet Laureate

o Chappell Paddington Bear’s First Concert
o Ravel Mother Goose Suite

TICKET PRICES: |
Adult price £12, Children £6
Family tickets (2 adults and 3 children) £36

and 2-4-1 carers scheme. Suggested ages Enter our

for children 5-11 poetry competition

Tickets from www.leicestersymphonyorchestra.co.uk to introduce one

Unreserved seating. Doors open at 2.30. | of the Fairy Tales
for Mother

Goose.

making

usIC

Registered Charity Nao: 1078708 Limited Company MNo: 1397388



Workshops & Masterclasses

Organ Masterclass

with Joseph McHardy

Saturday 31* January 14:00 - 15:30 St Andrew’s Church, Jarrom Street

One of the UK's leading keyboardists, Joseph McHardy (Christ Church, Chelsea) returns to
Leicester MusicFest to work with five young organ students on the newly-rebuilt Taylor
pipe organ at Jarrom Street. Topics include technique, expression and registration.

STELLOS Workshop - How does the pipe organ work?

with Aric Prentice

Saturday 31* January 15:45 - 16:45 St Andrew's Church, Jarrom Street

Aric Prentice (Director of Music, Lincoln Cathedral) leads a fun-packed, interactive
workshop exploring the inner workings of the pipe organ. Meet the STELLOS, a marvellous
contraption which demonstrates the organ's mechanical components, and work together
to assemble the instrument and hear it come alive! Participants of all ages are welcome to
attend this hilariously educational session as participants or observers.

Play the Organ!

Saturday 31* January 17:00 - 18:00 St Andrew's Church, Jarrom Street
Players of any level (including complete beginners!) are invited to sign up for a guided
session, where they can try out the newly-rebuilt three-manual Taylor pipe organ at

St Andrew's, Jarrom Street, under the supervision of one of our in-house organists. View
the organ specification on page 40. Observers and participants of all ages are welcome.

Express Yourself Workshops -

Musical Fun for all the Family / Djembe Drumming
with Kirsty Body

Saturday 14™ February 11:45 - 12:45 & 13:30 - 14:30 Activity Studio

Musical Fun for all the Family Kirsty Body (Harmonia Music) returns to Leicester
MusicFest, bringing her zany blend of musical games, singing, movement, bouncy balls,
wooden spoons and much, much more! With plenty to enjoy for all ages, this workshop is
particularly suitable for families with young children.

Djembe Drumming Kirsty Body (Harmonia Music) leads a dynamic workshop centred

around learning a traditional West African drum pattern on the djundjun and djembes.
This workshop is for adults and children aged 9+. No experience needed.

-14 -



Workshops & Masterclasses

Piano Masterclass
with Libby Burgess
Saturday 14™ February 17:30 - 19:00 English Martyrs’ School Auditorium

Renowned pianist and educator, Libby Burgess, works with pianists on a variety of
repertoire, addressing technical and expressive elements in her characteristic warm style.

Come and Sing! Carmina Burana
with Helen Smee

Sunday 15" February English Martyrs’ School Auditorium
13:30: Sign in

13:45 - 15:15: Workshop

16:00 - 17:30: Full rehearsal

18:00: Gala Concert Performance

Come and join a roof-raising workshop and performance of Carl Orff's celebrated work,
Carmina Burana. A giant chorus of festival-goers, staff and local schoolchildren will be
joined by top-notch international soloists, two grand pianos and an army of
percussionists. Directed by MusicFest veteran Helen Smee (Southwark Cathedral).

Organ builgj
WIith Aric py

ng WorkShop
€ntice 2020

=15 -



Try out an instrument

today!

Have you ever wanted to try
playing a new instrument?

.....
. L™

444444444
......

Come and visit our Try an Instrument’ Stall
where you can find out more about our
Instrument Rehoming Scheme and try out any
of the instruments on display.

To find out more about our Instrument
Rehoming Scheme, visit:
www.leicestermusicfest.com/

instrument-rehoming

Leicester MusicFest Or you can scan hEl‘EJ

Perform. Educate. lnspie




Guidance for Visitors

Safeguarding

All Leicester MusicFest personnel wear an official Festival lanyard or T-shirt, and
enhanced-DBS5-checked adults will be present at each session. All teachers, parents,
guardians and carers are asked to report to anyone wearing a Festival lanyard any
concerns relating to verbal or physical abuse of any child or young person. All reported
incidents will be taken seriously by the Festival team, and will be documented and
handled as swiftly as possible in accordance with best practice advice published by the
British and International Federation of Festivals. A copy of our Safeguarding Policy is
available for inspection upon request at the Front Desk.

Supervision of Minors

For the duration of the Festival all teachers/parents/guardians/carers are responsible
for the continuous care and supervision of their own children/pupils. If they are unable
to attend personally, they must delegate their responsibilities to an identified adult and
ensure that their children/pupils are aware of the identity and name of the person
responsible for their care. This includes supervision throughout all Festival sessions, and
at lunchtime and during any breaks.

Photography

No unauthorised photography, audio or video recording of children and young people is
allowed at Leicester MusicFest. Where parents/guardians/carers do not wish
photographs to be taken at all, then the responsible adult attending should ensure that
their child is not included in photographs taken by the Official Photographer.

Adjudicators

In the competitions, the Adjudicator's decision is final. Please do not attempt to discuss
any decision with an Adjudicator during or after any competition class, unless invited to
do so by the Adjudicator. Any complaint about the conduct of an Adjudicator should be
made in writing to the Chairman, John Gull, at 1 Eastwood Road, Leicester LE2 8DD or
via email to info@leicestermusicfest.com within seven days of the Festival.

Mobile Phones

Please ensure that your mobile phone and any other electronic devices (such as
wristwatches) are completely silenced while you are in the Festival building.

Competition Adjudicators may require any performance to be restarted in the event of
electronic interruption. Please bear in mind that a performer may find it demoralising to
see members of the audience distracted by their mobile phones.

Competition Audience

In the interests of smooth running, and hearty applause for all candidates, visitors are
requested to remain seated where possible for the duration of any competition class
which they attend.

] e



Locations

This year our Festival is spread across two locations -
Organ events (31% January): St Andrew’s Church, Jarrom Street
All other events (14" & 15™ February): English Martyrs' Catholic School
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St Andrew's Church, Jarrom Street, Leicester LE2 7DH
English Martyrs’ Catholic School, Anstey Lane, Leicester LE4 OF)

St Andrew’s Church, Jarrom Street English Martyrs' Catholic School
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St Andrew’s Church Map

Tolets (access from hall)

Cofe and seating

Church hall

—
— Enter from
. Gofewoy Street

Vi

= Orgon ond
competition/masterclass
SPOCR
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Map of English Martyrs’ School

Main Feshival
bullding
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workshops
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English Martyrs’ School Floor Plan
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STANLEY OPERA PROUDLY PRESENT

THE MAGIC

THE FABULOUS FAIRY TALE BY WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOIART
ENGLISH VERSION BY JEREMY SAMS

HINCKLEY CONCORDIA THEATRE
1wp, 13rp, 21 & 251w APRIL 7.30

TICKETS : ADULTS 418 UNDER-165 10
i’bnfine booking OPEN NOW: cnncordiatheatre.cu.ukfthe-magic-flutg

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International.
All authorised performance materials are also supplied by MTl. www.mtishows.co.uk



How to support the Festival

Leicester MusicFest is organised by a small but dedicated team of volunteers. The Festival
can only take place thanks to the kind generosity of patrons and donors. Charitable
funding is essential to ensure that the Festival can continue to provide valuable music
performance and education opportunities for years to come.

Become a Friend or Patron

Friends make a minimum annual donation of £50, for which they receive a credit in the
Festival programme (subject to their consent). Patrons make a minimum annual donation
of £120, giving them complimentary refreshments throughout the Festival, and a creditin
the Festival programme (subject to their consent).

Donate a Trophy

We are hugely grateful to the many generous donors who have sponsored new trophies
for our competition classes. Many of our trophies have been donated with a dedication in
mind, in memory of a loved one or in tribute to a living person or organisation. We have a
small number of classes remaining without a sponsored trophy, and welcome enquiries
from new trophy donors.

Sponsor an Event

All of our Competition Classes, Concerts, Workshops and Masterclasses welcome event
sponsors. Sponsors can receive free advertising in our Festival Programme and on our
giant display screens in the venue. If you or your business is interested in sponsoring an
event, please get in touch.

Regular Giving

Pledge a small amount each month to support our charity from as little as £2.50 per
month. Regular giving is managed via the Patreon platform.
www.patreon.com/LeicesterMusicFest

Volunteer

The Festival relies on a large team of volunteers to ensure smooth running of events
throughout the Festival. We also need volunteers to assist with our Outreach strands
throughout the year. If you could spare just a few hours to help us, we would love to hear

from you.

Get in touch

Email: info@leicestermusicfest.com

Telephone: 07721 030173

Write to us: Leicester MusicFest, 1 Eastwood Road, Leicester LE2 8DD.

i e



Celebrating 10 years
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Leicester MusicFest

s Tounded ? 201

Our first festival

2021 &
Presented a

full festival online K
during COVID *

»

First community
performance:
Dido and Aeneas

L
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Start of our schools outreach

work through Carmina Burana
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Achieved registered
charity status



of Lelcester Musickest

2026
@ . .

2022

Lescester MsmFest /

Perform. Educate. Inspire f
James Trivett created the
online entry system

2025

. Record number of
% festival attendees
»

L J

The first Forest Gamelan

outdoor music classroom
was installed

First Leicester Pro Arte Singers Concert
for the Instrument Rehoming Scheme
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Meet the Professionals

Leicester MusicFest is delighted to welcome this year's adjudicators and workshop
leaders, who are all outstanding professional performing artists and teachers.

Joseph McHardy (Organ)

Joseph McHardy was born in Scotland to Congolese and English parents. At the University
of Edinburgh, he fell in love with the harpsichords in the university’s Russell Collection,
one of the most extensive collections of historic keyboard instruments in Europe. He then
studied harpsichord at the Royal Academy of Music, London, and spent a decade as a
harpsichordist and conductor, working at opera houses from Berlin to Madrid, and
performing and recording with ensembles including the Berlin Philharmonic, Le Concert
d’Astrée and The Gabrieli Consort and Players.

From 2017 to 2023, he was Director of Music of

HM Chapel Royal, St James's Palace, leading the
choir which counts Tallis, Byrd and Purcell amongst
its former members. During his tenure, he prepared
the choir for many historic events, including the
State Funeral of Elizabeth II, and the Coronation of
King Charles and Queen Camilla. Since 2023, he has
returned to Christ Church, Chelsea, where he is
responsible for the 1779 England and Russell organ,
rebuilt by Flentrop in 2010.

He has conducted the BBC Singers in two broadcasts, giving the premiere of Ben
Ponniah's Maida Vale Service in 2021, and he appears regularly on BBC Radio3 as a
reviewer and presenter, including for a documentary about US civil rights leader Bayard
Rustin’s use of Early Music in activism.

Passionate about Black History, he has recently completed a recording project directing
Chineke! Voices in the music of Vicente Lusitano, the first composer racialised as Black to
bring their music to print in Europe, and his transcription, with Arne Spohr, of Lusitano’s
complete Latin motets is due for publication later this year by A-R Editions. He has
contributed to the revision of Lusitano's entry in Grove Music Online, and has written for
The Guardian, as well as giving interviews to BBC Radio 3, RTE Lyric FM, the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation Radio, and the Trilloquy podcast.

Since 2023, he has combined his freelance career with that of Director of Music at 5t

Paul's Girls' School in London, a post he holds in succession to Adine O'Neill, Gustav Holst,
Ralph Vaughan Williams and Nicola LeFanu.

-26 -



Jonty Nowell (Piano)

Jonty Nowell trained at the City of Leeds College of
Music in Jazz and Contemporary Music, studied for
his Master's in Composition at Nottingham
University, and now works in and around Lincoln. He
is active as a composer and performer in a variety of
genres, from classical to jazz and folk music, Jonty
combines his role as Director of Music at Burton
Hathow Preparatory School with a busy freelance
schedule. As a published composer and songwriter
he has had premieres in Lincoln and Canterbury
cathedrals and the Royal Albert Hall, among other
places. He is also in demand locally as an
accompanist and piano teacher.

Simon Lane (Piano)

Simon Lane has gained recognition for his compelling and sensitive performances and
regularly collaborates with some of the world’s most exciting musicians.

Alongside frequent performances in London's
Wigmore Hall, Simon has appeared in venues
such as the Berlin Philharmonie and the Queen
Elizabeth Hall, and more widely across Europe
and North America. Festival engagements include
the Bachfest Leipzig, La Festival de Musique de
Menton, the Dubrovnik and Ljubljana Summer
Festivals, and the Leeds Lieder, Ryedale and
Lichfield Festivals in the UK.

Since 2016 Simon has been Head of Keyboard
at Whitgift School in Croydon, and he has
recently been appointed Associate Professor
of Accompaniment at the Norwegian Academy
of Music (NMH) in Oslo, Norway.

Among other early influences on his career, Simon is indebted to the late Mark Ray, to
whom he owes a large share of his love of music.

Did you know? Leicester MusicFest has renomed
over 400 instruments since 2023 through tine
Instrument Kehnoming Schneme!

=27 -



Instrument Rehoming

Scheme

Donate an instrument
If you have an instrument of any kind
which you would like to donate, we
would love to hear from you!

L

Mishaan
with his new
quitar

| need an instrument

If you are serious about playing your instrument, but
can't afford to buy or hire one of a suitable quality
(or at all), we may be able to help! -

with her 55
full-sized cello &

To apply or donate, visit
www.leicestermusicfest.com/
instrument-rehoming

years of Or you can scan here

Leicester MusicFest -

Perform. Educate. Inspire.



Libby Burgess (Piano)

Pianist Libby Burgess is well-known on concert stages across Britain, playing regularly in
the country’s major halls and festivals and on Radio 3. As both song specialist and
chamber musician, Libby thrives on an unusually wide repertoire, and takes inspiration
from the breadth of musicians with whom she works. Equally respected for her
programming and curational skills, she is the founding Artistic Director of New Paths
Music, where she has quickly been recognised for the striking creative tone of her
programming. From 2018 to 2022 she was additionally Co-Artistic Director with Martin
Roscoe of the Beverley Chamber Music Festival.

Libby's recent and forthcoming calendar includes
a Radio 3 broadcast recital with Ailish Tynan
from Oxford Lieder; concerts at Wigmore Hall
with Alessandro Fisher, Leeds Lieder with Claire
Barnett-Jones and Aldeburgh Festival with Ben
Hulett; performances of The Rite of Spring with
Chris Hopkins; a series performing the complete
Beethoven cello sonatas with five different
cellists; and broadcasts with the BBC Singers.
Working often with living composers, Libby has
most recently premiered Stephen McNeff's Three
Pieces for Piano and, with regular collaborator
baritone Marcus Farnsworth, Everything Grows
Extravagantly by Cheryl Frances-Hoad - selected
by The Times as a highlight of the year.

Libby is sought after as a vocal coach; she sat on the panel for Oxford Lieder’s Young
Artist Platform 2022, and mentored for the 2023 SongEasel Young Artist Programme. The
seeds of her love for working with voices were sown as organ scholar at Christ Church,
Oxford, where she read music, followed by postgraduate piano studies at the Royal
Academy of Music. Libby was formerly Head of Keyboard at Eton College, is in demand as
speaker and writer, and loves working in outreach contexts that seek to overcome
barriers and share the power of music with everyone.

Currently undertaking a nationwide Bach marathon, ‘Project 48, Libby is performing the
whole of Bach's Well-Tempered Clavier (The 48') in every one of England's 48 counties, in
venues ranging from cathedrals and concert halls to houses, schools, barns and gardens.
To date the project has raised over £30,000 for Help Musicians, Live Music Now, Future
Talent and Youth Music.

=29 -



Aaron Alexander (Singing)

Aaron is a passionate vocal coach offering personalised, one-on-one lessons either in-
person in London or online via Zoom.

His clients have appeared in West End, Touring,
and International productions, including The Lion
King, Wicked, Top Hat, King Lear, Clueless, Back
to the Future, Trompe L'Oeil, 9 to 5, Gypsy,

The Witches, Becoming Nancy, Cabaret, Newsies,
The Wizard of Oz, A Chorus Line, &uliet, Heathers,
The Book of Mormon, Hamilton, Phantom of the
Opera, Hairspray, Jesus Christ Superstar, Mamma
Mia!, Come Alivel, Chicago, Priscilla, Grease,
Beetlejuice, Fame, Tina, Mary Poppins, Frankie
Goes to Bollywood, Starlight Express, Matilda,
Burlesque, Why Am | So Single?, Hercules,

My Fair Lady™*, The Children’s Enquiry*, Frozen*,
Billy Elliot*, Les Misérables*, and Annie*

(* = child performer credit).

His students have also been accepted into top performing arts schools and universities
across the UK, including RADA, The Guildhall, Arts Educational, Mountview, GSA, Emil
Dale, The Urdang, Bird College, Italia Conti, and East 15.

Aaron holds two Master’s degrees: one in Voice Pedagogy from the Voice Study Centre
and another in Music Education from Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music & Dance. His
areas of study include Trans inclusive voice training, the effects of hormones on optimal
vocal production (both adolescent and mature voices), breathing techniques for dancers,
and performance coaching for high-level athletes.

He has taught at several prestigious drama schools across the UK while building a thriving
private practice, working with actors from theatre, television, and film.

Committed to staying at the forefront of voice teaching, Aaron actively engages in ongoing
professional development. He regularly participates in masterclasses, seminars, and
workshops with leading experts in the field, ensuring that his students benefit from the
latest advancements in voice pedagogy.
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Helen Smee (Singing & Carmina Burana conductor)

Helen is a conductor, workshop leader and organist working regularly with choirs and
music organisations of all shapes and sizes. Born in London, Helen holds degrees from
the University of Cambridge and the Royal Academy of Music, where she studied Choral
Conducting with Patrick Russill. Following a stint as Director of Frideswide Voices, the girls’
choir of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford, and Acting Director of Music at Hertford College
Oxford, she is now Director of Music at Southwark Cathedral in London.

Helen also works regularly as an assistant
conductor with the National Youth Choirs of Great
Britain, and is a co-founder, and now Artistic
Director, of Voices of London, a week-long festival
of choral music held each June. Passionate about
widening access to music and the performing arts
for young people, she is in demand as a workshop
leader and choral advisor with a wide range range
of arts organisations. In 2018 she won the
Members’' Award from Action for Children’s Arts in
recognition of her outreach work with young
people, and in 2021 was elected an Associate of
the Royal Academy of Music.

Tim Morgan (Singing)

A member of the tenth edition of Les Arts Florissants’ Jardin des Voix, Tim is a Samling
artist and was a finalist at the Kathleen Ferrier Awards in 2019. In 2023 he was honoured
to sing at the coronation of HRH King Charles Il with The Monteverdi Choir under Sir John
Eliot Gardiner. T3

Highlights of Tim's upcoming performances include

a recital of Britten's Canticles and Purcell arrangements
with Julius Drake and lan Bostridge at the Festival de
Musica y Danza in Granada; performances of Francesco
Conti's La Colpa Originale directed by Dorothee
Oberlinger at Festival Alte Musik Knechtsteden and

the Glldener Herbst festival; a concert of Purcell and
Vivaldi with The English Concert; Bach's Christmas
Oratorio with The Hanover Band; and Partenope

(cover Arsace) with English National Opera.

L

Tim's recent opera and stage highlights include
Britten's Death in Venice (voice of Apollo) in his debut
with Welsh National Opera; Handel's Partenope (Armindo) with Les Arts Florissants; the
title roles in Handel's Amadigi di Gaula, Giulio Cesare, and Agrippina (Ottone) with English
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Touring Opera; Samuel Adams's play Gabriel with The English Concert and Alison Balsom;
Britten's A Midsummer Night's Dream (Oberon) with Nevill Holt Opera; and Blaze of Glory
(cover Bryn Bevan) for WNO.

On the concert stage, Tim has appeared as a soloist in a film of madrigals by Monteverdi,
and in a programme of Schutz and Schein with The Monteverdi Choir and Sir John Eliot
Gardiner. He was soloist in Handel's Messiah with The English Chamber Orchestra and
Nicholas Kraemer, and with Ensemble Polyharmonique at the Handel-Festspiele Halle.
Further appearances include Pergolesi's Stabat Mater with Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment; Bach's Christmas Oratorio with Stephen Layton (Polyphony); Handel's Dixit
Dominus with La Nuova Musica; Purcell’s King Arthur with Vox Luminis; and duet recitals
with Michael Chance MBE.

Alongside his work in classical music, his other projects include the singing on the
soundtrack of the film Saltburn directed by Emerald Fennell; collaborating with
multimedia artist Young-Jun Tak in his work Wohin?; and recording for P) Harvey's 2023
album / Inside the Old Year Dying.

Alex Jones (Singing)

Alex holds a Masters Degree in Vocal Studies from the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama where he studied with Marilyn Rees, and was awarded a Distinction and a Concert
Recital Diploma for outstanding performance in his final recital. He enjoys a varied career
working across the UK and internationally with ensembles such as The Dunedin Consort,
Britten Sinfonia and The English Concert amongst others. He recently travelled to Spain
with the Armonico Consort to sing Aeneas in Purcell's
opera Dido and Aeneas as part of the Peniscola
Festival of Early and Baroque music.

Additionally his solo work has taken him throughout
the country performing works from Bach to Verdi
and everything in between. Last summer he
Performed in Elgar's The Kingdom at the prestigious
Three Choirs Festival, in Opera Holland Park's
production of Tesca as Sciarrone and in Longhope
Opera's production of Don Pasquale in the title

role. He has recently finished a run with the Royal
Shakespeare Company in Stratford as part of their
production of Othello. This season he will be
reprising the role of Dr Dulcamara in Wild Arts's
performances of Donizetti's L'elisir D'amore across
the country, culminating in a performance at Opera Holland Park in August, and will be
involved in this year's Proms with the BBC chorus of Wales.

s



Rhiannon Robinson (Singing)

Rhiannon Robinson is a mezzo-soprano, vocal coach and choral director based in
Staffordshire.

During her studies at the Royal Northern College of Music
and residence in Manchester, Rhiannon participated in
various choral, musical theatre, and operatic endeavours
which saw her tour internationally and perform in opera
houses across the UK. As a workshop leader and vocal
coach, Rhiannon has collaborated with many incredible
companies including: Opera North and Grange Park
Opera, with whom she introduced whole class singing
sessions to numerous underprivileged schools across
Greater Manchester.

She is now the Choral Director for Schools at Derby
Cathedral, leading their Music in Schools and Small
Sounds programmes which work with approximately
nine hundred young people across the diocese.

Hayley Jenkins (Composition)

Hayley Jenkins is a composer who resides in Darlington, County Durham. Her
compositions are predominantly written for chamber ensembles or soloists and explore
the concepts of brevity and lyricism. Hayley has
had the opportunity to collaborate with large
organisations such as Streetwise Opera, working
alongside community participants and artists and
working closely with performers and ensembles,
including the Delta Saxophone Quartet, pianist
Duncan Honeybourne, and Plus Minus Ensemble.

Her music has been featured at the London Song
Festival and Barnes Festival and played on BBC

Radio 3, Kara Radio (Belgium), and Dizzy
Atmosphere FM (Australia). Her most recent

releases include her music on the Delta Saxophone
Quartet's album Late Music (2023), released on
Future Music Records, and Duncan Honeybourne's
Contemporary Piano Soundbites (2020) on Prima Facie.

In addition to her career as a composer, Hayley works as a Senior Lecturer in Music at the
University of Sunderland and as Lecturer in Music at York St John University.
Simultaneously, she is pursuing her PhD in Composition under the guidance of Dr Gareth
Williams at the Reid School of Music, University of Edinburgh. Beyond academia,

Hayley is also the Musical Director for the Darlington Clarinet Ensemble and

Darlington Concert Band.
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